COVID19 risk assessment for return to school
September 2021
The following control measures have been put in place by the Academy to create and maintain a safe working environment for students and staff returning to
participate in lessons and other activities at school from Monday 6th September 2021.
All students will be asked to sign a revised home-school agreement reflecting these new procedures, and sanctions will be applied to any pupils who wilfully disregard
their commitment to the safety of themselves and others.

Activity

Risk if we do not take action

Control measures put in place to reduce or eliminate risk


Travel to
school

Entry to
school

Pupils may be exposed to COVID19 during their
journey to school




Social distancing may not be observed by pupils
and parents/ carers outside the school gates and
as they enter the site











Students suffering from COVID-19 may enter the
Academy
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Students encouraged to walk or cycle to school wherever possible and to avoid travelling with people
who are not part of their household or their school class.
Students who cycle are reminded of the need to use appropriate safety equipment, to be confident of
their route, and to have a means of securing their bicycle at school
Students who have no option but to take public transport reminded of the need to wear a face
covering during journey, in accordance with government guidance> this also applies to shared cars.
Parents/carers asked not to accompany their child to school.
Students are encouraged to arrive earlier to prevent crowding on route to school.
Reminder signage to facilitate social distancing where possible on site and avoid unnecessary physical
contact
Pupils enter building in two separate lines for speed of entry as per normal
Students required to sanitise their hands immediately prior to entering the building, using newlyinstalled dispensers
High level of staff supervision throughout to ensure pupils act in a respectful orderly manner
Mass testing regime in place to ensure that all students are offered 2 Lateral Flow Tests (LFTs) between
Tuesday 1st September and Wednesday 8th September
Any positive cases to be sent home, advised to get a confirmatory PCR test, and required to self-isolate
for 10 days (assuming PCR test is positive).
All identified close contacts will be advised to get an PCR test. They do not need to self-isolate if they
do not have symptoms and can return to the academy.
Beyond mass testing regime, students to be provided with kits regularly to allow them to selfadminister two home-based tests over the week (Sunday and Wednesday evenings).
Students and parents regularly reminded that, if unwell, students should not come to the Academy and
should obtain a PCR test to identify whether or not they have COVID
Members of households, childcare or support bubbles of Academy students advised as to how they can
can get a twice-weekly test and encouraged to do this for the benefit of the whole community.

Activity

Risk if we do not take action

Control measures put in place to reduce or eliminate risk


Staff suffering from COVID-19 may enter the
Academy







Entry to
school

Other visitors to the Academy may be suffering
from COVID-19







Social distancing may be breached during
transition from playground to classroom









Transition to
classrooms

Social distancing may be breached during
transition from playground to classroom
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st

From 1 September, all staff to be provided by the Academy with 2 tests each week to self-administer
at home
Any staff member with a positive LFT to seek a PCR. If PCR negative, to return to the academy
Any close contacts of positive case – double jabbed staff can continue to work/single jabbed staff or
unvaccinated staff must isolate for 10 days. PCR test must be taken.
Staff encouraged to get members of their households, childcare or support bubbles to get a twiceweekly test, as supported by government policy
All staff encouraged to sign up for a vaccination -all adults are eligible
Only essential visitors to the maintenance of the Academy and smooth delivery of education allowed
on site for the foreseeable future
Where possible maintenance visits to be scheduled outside school hours
All visitors sent guidance prior to their visit regarding the Academy’s policies on social distancing
All visitors asked not to come to site if they have any symptoms of COVID-19
One-way system set up throughout the Academy, including staircases, to minimise need for students
and to pass one another
Signage throughout the Academy reminds everyone of the need to maintain social distance wherever
possible
Students to go directly to their designated classroom on entering the building
Staff placed at key points around the Academy to ensure pupils act in a respectful orderly manner
Where appropriate, doors propped open to minimise the need to touch surfaces and increase
ventilation
Staff and students required to wear masks in communal spaces for first 4 weeks or whenever moving
around the building to minimise the risk of infection if social distancing is breached. This will be
reviewed 1/10/21.
One-way system set up throughout the Academy, including staircases, to minimise need for students
and to pass one another
Signage throughout the Academy reminds everyone of the need to maintain social distance wherever
possible
Students to go directly to their designated classroom on entering the building
Staff placed at key points around the Academy to ensure pupils act in a respectful orderly manner
Where appropriate, doors held open to minimise the need to touch surfaces
Staff and students required to wear masks whenever moving around the building to minimise the risk
of infection if social distancing is breached

Activity

Risk if we do not take action

Control measures put in place to reduce or eliminate risk



Lessons

COVID-19 may be transmitted in classrooms where
social distancing cannot be maintained





Use of
educational
resources
Transitioning
between
lessons

Use of toilet
facilities


Shared use of resources and equipment may the
cause spread of infection




Groups of students moving between classes may

cause a breach in social distancing and increase the
risk of cross-infection by increasing the number of

them coming into contact with each other

Use of the toilet, combined with poor hygiene,
may spread infection
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Teachers and students highly recommended to wear masks throughout lessons between now and
October half term, at which point level of risk will be reviewed
Teachers may remain at the front of the classroom, using visualiser rather than whiteboard to present
lessons if not double jabbed.
Doors and windows to be kept open, where possible, to improve ventilation
Students to use disinfectant wipes to clean their desk space and chair at the start and end of every
lesson
Classrooms to be cleaned every night and disinfected using specialist equipment every two weeks
(disinfection will also take place after any suspected case)
Students to bring in their own ‘power of 3’ equipment, including individually-provided AFL kits, and any
additional learning resources, as directed
Students to use disinfectant wipes to clean any shared resources at the beginning and end of every
lesson
Students to remain with one class group and in one classroom for tutor time
For all lessons, students to move on a staggered basis, overseen by duty staff to ensure students
adhere to the one-way system
Students break and lunch times in large Key stage bubbles KS3/4/5 to reduce in school mixing
Students encouraged only to use toilets if absolutely necessary
Students to seek permission from the classroom teacher to use the toilet
Students reminded to avoid touching surfaces and to wash hands thoroughly after using the toilet
Notices in the toilets provide information on effective handwashing
High-powered hand dryers installed in every toilet to facilitate effective drying and avoid the use of
paper towel, which could harbour the virus
All toilets to be regularly cleaned throughout the school day and bins frequently emptied

Activity

Risk if we do not take action

Control measures put in place to reduce or eliminate risk




First Aid

Students may become ill while on site and spread
the virus







Break and
lunchtimes

Social distancing may be breached as a result of
large numbers of pupils being in the playground or
dining hall at one time




Sports
activities

Social distancing may not be maintained while
playing team sports

Gardening

Social distancing and hygiene measures may be
undermined during gardening activities

Interventions

Social distancing and hygiene measures may be
undermined during other interventions
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Students to be reminded of the need to contain coughs and sneezes – Catch it, Bin it, Kill it!
Posters displayed throughout the Academy to reinforce this message
Students manifesting possible symptoms of the virus to be referred by classroom teacher to duty First
Aider where a Lateral Flow Test will be administered and parents contacted.
Duty staff to accompany students displaying possible symptoms to First Aid station in reception area
First Aider (wearing full PPE) to assess symptoms, including temperature, and decide if student possibly
has COVID19
Parent to be informed if pupil is deemed to have possible COVID19 symptoms and asked whether
student is to be collected or to make their own way home
On departure, student to be given a leaflet explaining what his/her family need to do to protect
themselves and the wider community and seek a PCR test immediately.
Morning and lunch break spread over longer period to allow one key stage at a time to be served and
therefore reduce interaction
Catering offer varied to include a lot more “grab&go” options in order to allow students to take their
food outside where it is easier to maintain social distancing and the risk of infection transfer is less
All services will be cleaned after each break and lunch session.



PE risk assessments adjusted in line with government guidance for return to school and national
governing body guidance for return to play for sport. Full participation for students.



Ratio of adults to students kept at 1:3 when dealing with vulnerable pupils to ensure behaviour is
effectively managed
Hand tools to be disinfected between use by different staff and students
Students required to sanitise/ wash their hands before coming to and after leaving the garden








Intervention groups to be kept as small to appropriate sizes
Intervention activities to be modified to ensure that social distancing and hygiene measures can be
observed
Any shared resources to be disinfected between use by different staff and students
Students required to sanitise/ wash their hands before joining and leaving an intervention session

Activity

Risk if we do not take action

Control measures put in place to reduce or eliminate risk


End of School
day

Social distancing may be breached as pupils leave
the site as a large group





Departure times slightly staggered from line-up to minimise the number of pupils leaving the site at
one time
Parents asked not to come to the school gates to meet their child.
Students instructed to travel straight home and reduce any unnecessary mixing for first term
High number of SLT and pastoral staff present to ensure safe practices and the end of school day.

Note: This document will be regularly reviewed and updated to reflect any changes to government guidance.
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