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A word from our
headteacher
Every term at HA is
packed full of
adventure and this
term was no different.
What does make this
term different is that it
brings to a close five
incredible years, a
journey from our very
first Year 7 cohort and
their magical
transformation into our
very first Year 11 GCSE
students. The values
and vision of
Hammersmith
Academy truly began
back in 2010, and our
very first intake have
grown alongside us.
HA would not be what
it is today if it weren’t
for their input, their
effort, their inspiration
and their success.
You’ve made not only a
huge addition to HA
but you are going to
make a huge impact on

In the run up to the national EU referendum, HA held our own vote to see whether we should stay in or leave the
European Union. Just over 60% of the school turned out to vote (Year 11 and 13 being absent after their exams).
Remain achieved 371 votes (84%) and Leave 70 (16%). Remain therefore won by a landslide.
This fits with the overwhelming majority of young people who voted Remain on the 23rd June, although only about
36% of young people actually voted. After a 52/48 split in favour of Leave, the UK is now facing a two year process
of extraditing ourselves from the European Union. The decision has caused the Prime Minister David Cameron to
resign and Jeremy Corbyn to face a vote of no-confidence by his own party.

BREXIT

The result will disappoint students who wanted to stay, who had this to say before the referendum took place:
“I’m in because I think the free movement of people is a positive thing. The economy is boosted by being in the EU
and recent statistics say that our economy could drop by 6% if we leave”.
Nedal (Year 9) [the pound dropped to its lowest value since 1998 the day after the results came in]
“It’s one of the most important votes we’ll have for our generation. I am personally in because … although we do
pay in more than we get out, the benefit the EU brings to us is vital”.
Amandeep (Year 10)

anywhere you choose to go. Hats off to you, it’s been a great long journey, you’ve inspired us, you’ve created great
things, and you will succeed in whatever you put your mind to.
This term has also been notable for our annual Race For Life event, which once again was made to look effortless
on the part of the organisers. The sun decided to make a special appearance, as did Olympic athlete Kate Haywood
who did some team building with some of our Year 9s. We raised a fantastic £1855.72 for Cancer Research UK. You
can read more on pages 3-4.
This term also coincided with some hugely tumultuous political events, the referendum that has (probably) voted the
UK out of the European Union and seen the resignation of not only the Prime Minister David Cameron and a revolt
against Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn by his own party, but also significant economic turmoil as the pound drops and
talk of another recession looms. At a time of such uncertainty it is imperative as a school and as a community that
we ensure our students know that they have the power to take control of their own lives, their success is as much
about self-belief, adaptability and resilience as it always has been and that will never change. Times may get tough,
but that is the way of the world, and we prepare ourselves best when we prepare ourselves to be ready.

Gary Kynaston

“I think we should stay because if we leave it will cause many problems for many people. Some people aren’t
looking at the consequences of what will happen if we leave, they’re just thinking ‘ok it will get rid of the
immigrants’. It’s just a fear factor really”.
Amber (Year 9)
“I think Boris Johnson wants us to leave because he wants to be Prime Minster and get David Cameron to leave”.
Teague (Year 7)

Not all students wanted in, many offering
well thought out reasons for leaving:
“I think we should leave because the EU
imposes laws and it restricts the
Government from doing things that they
want to do. It wouldn’t harm trade to
leave because [the member states] don’t
have much money so they’d have to take
our trade whether we’re in or not. If we
leave we can control our laws and we
can control our borders and we can use
the money we pay in to benefit our
schools, our hospitals and the citizens of
Britain”.

Headteacher

Nisma (Year 8).

race for life 2016

Race for life 2016

HA raise £1855.72 for Cancer Research UK
Hammersmith Academy staff and students took part in the annual Race For Life charity event to raise money for
Cancer Research UK on the 24th June 2016.
Clad in pink, House colours or the school PE kit, Years 7 to 10 raced laps around the Academy’s 250 metre running
track in two school wide fun runs and an inter-House competition.
There were stalls, inflatable obstacle courses, live music by staff and student bands and a raffle with prizes
donated by local businesses including: Alishba Hair and Beauty Salon, Lightheaded Hair and Beauty Salon, Cherry
Red Hair Salon, The Andover Arms, The Lord Palmerston, The Thatched House, The Sindercombe Social, The
Eagle Pub, Detour Café, Northfields Letting Agents, Brackenbury’s Deli, Laveli Bakery, Cocktail Gift Shop and
Sainsbury’s and The Co-op on Goldhawk Road.
Olympic athlete Kate Haywood also joined us to inspire some of our Year 9 students in a confidence workshop.
She presented awards to the winners and runners up of the House competition. She said “It’s cool! I’ve never been
to a school where there’s a running track around the school. It’s a really nice school and it seems like a really nice
group of students”. Kate said she has had experience with cancer in her family, but they got through it by sticking
together and focusing on the positives.
Winners of the medals:
KS3 boys:
1st – Leo Smaci
2nd – Leo Jaukovic
3rd – Rico-Benjamin Atille
KS3 girls:
1st – Chika Ike
2nd – Kloida Tolici
3rd – Paulina Glazer
KS4 boys:
1st – Jake Rubie
2nd – Juan Valle
3rd – Rhys Joseph-Barnes
Ks4 girls:
1st – Laila Alema
2nd – Diaz Desagurante
3rd – Shomar Williams
4th – Yasmin Salem Cherif

In the middle of June, over 40 students met at 6.30am in the morning to make our
way to Wales for the Year 9 and 10 residential. After 10 long hours on the coach we
finally arrived in Aberdovy to be greeted by a fantastic team of instructors who were
ready to take us to our first activity of the weekend ‘jog and dip’! We were split into
4 groups and spent the weekend tearing around the Welsh countryside and here are
some of the highlights…

A group of Year 7s visited Jamie’s Farm in Wiltshire this term as a means of
connecting with the natural world and experiencing life outside the big city. Many
of the students, who have never come into contact with large animals before, or
prepared a meal from scratch, or used tools to build anything, had to overcome big
challenges to adjust to rural life.

by Dr Kirwan

Dina (Year 7) was very fearful of the horses. She
overcame her fear and worked with a beautiful white horse
named Jive and ended up brushing him down and making
him trot around the ring.

Jamie’s farm

Jamie’s farm was an incredible opportunity for the
students to get out of the city and enjoy nature and
farm life. The students were on the go from early
morning until late in the evening. Ms Addison and
I were so proud to see them engaging so much
with the activities on the farm: cleaning out the
pigs; herding cattle and sheep; feeding the animals;
cooking; gardening; chopping wood and creating
artworks. Moving from the busy city out into the
serene countryside, for even a short period, can
create space for students to appreciate the world
around them. They had time for themselves and time
to reflect in a quiet beautiful environment. The staff
at Jamie’s farm had a great sense of fun and made
us all feel welcome and at home. They provided
the students with a memorable experience. The
students set themselves challenges for their return
to Hammersmith Academy and I for one am looking
forward to seeing how they are meeting them.

Wales residential

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Late night swim with crab spotting and rock pooling
Kayaking (with most of the time being spent in the water!)
Chilling in the games room
Jump rope challenges for the Year 10 girls
Speed boat rides in the estuary
Remote picnic lunch
Jumping off a jetty – with Abbie Bowen conquering her fears and doing a
fantastic leap into the ocean
• Rope crawling across a high expanse of water – the
Year 9 boys and Mr Bowditch were amazing!
• 5 mile hike carrying all of our camping equipment
• Setting up camp and cooking our meals on the 		
campfire
• Sleeping wild in the Welsh countryside
• High rope challenges – with Selina (Year 9) 		
completing a very difficult task – we were all very
proud!
All of these experiences were topped off with delicious
food every day, lots of laughter and some great shared
experiences. All students worked hard together, they
displayed some great resilience and they should feel very
proud of all that they achieved over the weekend.
by Ms Cutting

New school track records
Boys
Year 7
High jump (1.15m)
Abdel Mousa/Camron Edwards-Bryce/Ali Hematti
Long jump (3.52m)
Alfi Peqi

New school field records

Year 9
High jump (1.45m)
Amran Zolfaghari-Nia

Boys
Year 7
200m (31.00)
Rico Benjamin Atille

Year 7
High jump (1.20m)
Kyha Haynes-Muir/Lania Hamilton/Kemi
Onitolo
Long jump (3.66m)
Tia Caprice Jackson-Quigley
Year 8
Shot putt (7.35m)
Savanna Wilson
Year 9
High jump (1.230m)
Michelle Okiye/Laila Nanaa Alema
Year 10
Javelin (13.72)
Natalie Brundle

sports day (track)

Girls

Year 10
High jump (1.60m)
Ali Mohamed /Albi Bashaj

sports day (field)

Javelin (31.22m)
Rhys Joseph-Barnes

Girls
Year 7
100m (13.47)
Tia Caprice Jackson-Quigley
200m (32.86)
Kemi Onitolo
Year 8
300m (0.52)
Paranee Rojhirunpukdee
Year 10
100m (13.16)
Diaz Desagurante

300m (0.50)
Rico Benjamin Atille
Year 8
100m (12.28)
Dylan Quilligan
300m (0.47.18)
Rhys Joseph-Barnes
800m (2.23)
Jake Rubie

Year 10
100m (11.19)
Sennen Tapp
300m (1.01.93)
Juan Valle
800m (2.17)
Alex Clixby

When not discovering
new stars and
asteroids, HA like to
take some time out in
the garden. Mapping
the cosmos can be
tiring work, but nothing
a bit of Geranium
cultivating can’t sort
out.

The students put to use their gardening skills honed
over the last term in the HA garden and now the gated
areas surrounding HA are looking absolutely fabulous.
A visible representation of the flowering impact our
students are having on the community and the growth
of the colourful, well-rooted people they are becoming.

community gardening

in the garden

ha: space explorers

On Tuesday 5th July, HA Science celebrated our students’ participation in a 10 week astronomy course in which
they made new discoveries of variable stars (stars that change brightness) and an asteroid! Students were
presented with framed photographs of their discoveries, a trophy and a t shirt.

The local Hammersmith & Fulham council ran an
experiment right outside the Academy building
investigating sustainable drainage systems this term.
They approached us to get the students involved in
planting up areas outside the school. Four groups of
students were chosen to help out.

Quadron Services (who work with H&F)’s Development
Manager said: “It was a pleasure planting with
the students from Hammersmith Academy who
definitely have got green fingers. These rain gardens
constructed at Melina road will not only contribute
to flood attenuation by taking excess water from the
pedestrian areas, but will also add visual interest to the
street. Quadron Services look forward to working with
Hammersmith Academy and Thames Water later in the
year on the remaining 3 beds”.

“The Triffids usually start about this high”

thames water

london transport museum trip

“3, 2, 1 ... everybody squint!”
HA collaborated with MyKindaFuture, a government-supported schools career campaign, and Thames Water, to
provide our students with a full day of workshops at the Thames Water treatment plant.
Diaz (Year 10) said: “I learned a lot of important information which could help me decide my future regarding the
chosen topics of Science and Maths. I learned the process of how water is cleaned from the moment it’s flushed
down the toilet, to when it’s put in the rivers. This experience has opened my eyes, and has really made me think
about learning Physics in college”.
Ms Pemberton said: “The HA
They had to work with students
certain tasks and they
leaders of the group”.

students were absolutely brilliant.
from other schools to complete
definitely stood out as the

The Thames Water staff
said: “The trip was a brilliant
success! The students
were given a really indepth insight into what
happens at Hogsmill, and
how a sewage plant
works. The students from
the very start were all
enthusiastic and excited
for the day. The first
challenge of the day was
to get the students to
work in different teams,
totally out of their
comfort zone and make
'balloon furniture.' In
groups they needed to
discuss and plan what
they would make with their
materials and how they
could best achieve it. The
team work was brilliant
to see and all the students
showed real tenacity and
effort. We then tested the
The smells were ... educational
'furniture' to hold at least one
member of the group. One team
managing 3 members of their
team! The students made great
first impressions for how well they
could work. We then took a tour of the
plant. The students were all asking really
intelligent questions. The afternoon consisted
of another challenge where the students were asked
to create a production line of twirling birds to look at
what we call the ‘agile and scrum principles’. The students did wonderfully, the concentration, leadership skills,
team work and problem solving were all commendable. We were all impressed with the standards on display”.

“

This visual display of the machinery helped me
comprehend the impact World War 1 had on
British civilians.
Mulki (Year 10)

”

“Ok, so the plan is we don’t leave without a second referendum”

“

Loads of cool facts and
models to go along
with it.
Ellen (Year 9)

”

jekyll & hyde

IWM is unique in its coverage of conflicts,
especially those involving Britain and the
Commonwealth, from the First World War
to the present day.

imperial war museum

Years 9 and 10 students went on a
History trip to the Imperial War Museum.

On Tuesday 24th May, Ms Severino, Mr Smith and Ms Addison took about 30 Year 10 students to see one of their
GCSE texts – ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ - in performance at The Old Vic, at London Waterloo. It was a fantastic opportunity
for students to revise some of the key themes and ideas in the novel, while also seeing how interpretations of the
text can differ.
Jamel Lawrence (Year 10) writes about how it differed from the original text.
Review – The Old Vic’s adaptation of Jekyll and Hyde by Jamel Lawrence
This adaptation of the Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde differs from the original text in various different ways:
for example, the idea of Jekyll changing into Hyde as someone physically imposing was different to the original
where Hyde was presented as ‘dwarfish’. This created the viewpoint of having Hyde be more sexually dominant
than the other characters. As well as this, it was Hyde who killed the woman he loved, expressing how being evil
can disturb the power of love. In the original book, he had no lover - other than his passion to be rid of rules.
The set was attractive because the background of each scene changed and moved according to whether Jekyll
was in love or whether he was evil. The bright lighting suggested the feeling of happiness and the flashing black
and red lights showed Hyde’s dominance and evil in the aggressive scenes. When Jekyll transforms into Hyde,
although he becomes evil, the flashing white lights connote an angelic creation.

The top prize has been rolled over to
this term’s competition (on the theme
of Effort) to encourage more people to
enter, but the two runner ups were Ali
Ghaddar (Year 7)’s beautiful illustration
of a tree through the seasons and
Rayan Mohammad and Paranee
Rojhirunpukdee (Year 8)’s short film
charting the transformation of a
caterpillar into a butterfly - unusually
shot in portrait rather than landscape
format.
We’re looking forward to many more
examples of creative ingenuity. If you
don’t get to enter this term then there
will be another competition next term
and the next term after that (and so
on). Get creative and see if you’re good
enough to win that £50!

match day

hatv competition

HA Comms kicked off a new
competition last term to encourage
students to get creative and have
their work displayed on the internal TV
screens. Three prizes were up for grabs
- the top prize being a £50 Westfield
voucher and two runner up prizes of
£25. The competition was to create
a piece of artwork on the theme of
Change.

Ms Soper has taken up a new hobby - clothes matching other members of staff! She can be seen here rocking
outfits by Ms Harrowes and Ms Mesa-Masa. It is unknown when she plans to match Mr Kynaston.

staff change

Ms Bennett will no longer be the head of Sixth Form and will now
take over Key Stage 4. The new head of Sixth Form will be a new
staff member, Ms Regan.

Music
HA music students performed for visitors at the GCSE and A Level Art and DT exhibition that was open to the
public this term (see pages 31/32)

music

Luke
Cameron
(Year 8), who
plays Cello
in the Royal
College
of Music
Sparks
program,
performed
on the 2nd
July in their
Recital Hall.

HA music students gave back to the community this term by playing a performance for elderly medicine patients at
Imperial College Healthcare. They all received a certificate thanking them for brightening the hospital day.

asia house

Learn a musical instrument!

Private instrumental tuition during school time in
our studios.
Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Violin, Vocals, Drum
Kit, Electric and Acoustic Guitar or Piano.
Classical through to Top 40 music styles.
See Mr Gibson for details.
Sign up now and start in September.

Eight pupils from Years 9 and 10 went on a trip to Asia House, following the writing competition from last term.
They participated in writing workshops with pupils from across the country writing personal manifestos. Our pupils
showcased their leadership skills, often taking charge and organising their groups as well as writing mature and
developed manifestos.
The pupils were a credit to the Academy and their focus throughout the day was unparalleled.
The six best manifestos were realised as speeches at the end of the day and three of these were from HA students.
The day concluded with talks from professional authors where, again, our pupils were exemplary in their engagement
and enthusiasm.
by Mr Graham

Goodbye Year 11
“

It’s been the best five
years of my life, I’ve
enjoyed every minute
of it. You’ve been a
fantastic group of
students. Each and
every one of you.
Mr Saunders

“

As founding members of Hammersmith Academy, our first GCSE
takers and our very first cohort to grow from Year 7 over a full 5
years, the departure of our Year 11 has a special significance in our
journey thus far.

”

You have been really and truly an inspiration to me personally, to other students
in the school and I know from the way that other teachers talk about you,
people are going to miss you incredibly.
Mr Lisseman

”

“

Being the founding students was always going to be a great pressure on
all of you, but you’ve really grown, developed and matured in the most
amazing ways and I’m proud of everyone single one of you. That pride I feel
is something I’m going to carry with me, all my life.
Mr Kynaston

”

Our first ever cohort to ascend from Year 7 to Year
11, and our first ever GCSE takers, celebrated 5
years of HA in style on a boat on the river Thames.

prom

prom

The Year 11 prom was a chance for students and
their teachers to bid farewell to each other one last
time, and look to the future for inspiration, creation
and success.

Everyone was a little tired after the first 15 proms

The Crystal in London is home to the world’s largest exhibition on the future of cities, as well as one of the world’s
most sustainable buildings and events venues.

Jane Churchill, heritage artist on
the ‘Echoes Across the Century’
project, said:

the crystal

Echoes Across the Century

“It was really very interesting and we learned about a wide range of things, including sustainability, climate change,
global warming and water. We were given permission to roam around the building and try games and read articles
in all the different zones. This was exciting because we had responsibility and got to try out things on our own”.
by Iman Ali (Year 9)

“The HA kids are amazing. They
probably don’t know quite how
much work they’ve done, they’re
working on final pieces all the
time but often in small ways …
so hopefully later they should
see just how much they’ve
created and it’s a phenomenal
amount of work and we were
saying how hard that is, the
sheer concentration of four days’
intensive work. I’ve thoroughly
enjoyed seeing the way their
drawings have developed over
four days, seeing how their
observation of things have
developed. They’re phenomenal,
it’s been great”.

“The project is a response to the
First World War from the Livery
companies of London and this
whole project will culminate in a
huge and very prestigious exhibition
in the Guild Hall in 2017, who don’t
usually allow young people’s work.

Year 10 students got the chance to grill apprentices from the world of work this term. Representatives from
companies including: Royal Bank of Scotland, Skill Serve Training, Sarina Russo, Richmond Upon Thames College,
London Hairdressing Apprenticeship Academy, London College of Hospitality and Tourism and Professional Skills
Academy, Costain, Transport for London and Taylor Wimpey, shared their experiences of landing their first job and
gave advice for those just starting out.
Advice overheard included:
Apprenticeships can teach you all the ins and outs of what goes on in a given industry and allows you to have a
better idea of which area you want to go into.

careers speed dating

You need to be confident, you need to be upbeat, you need to be able to communicate, be reliable, passionate and
creative. You need to want to learn.

Jone, an assistant site manager from Taylor Wimpy, said: “My original apprenticeship was in plumbing, this enabled
me to get my English and Maths qualifications which I left school without. An apprenticeship could start from £8 –
15,000. A trainee position can start on £18 - £25,000, but once you’re fully qualified with five years’ experience you
might be on £65,000 a year”.
Jayde, who works for Skanska as an environmental advisor for the Crossrail project, said: “I went down a
conventional route, I did my GCSEs at school and then went on to do Science and Maths at A Level and recently
completed an Environmental Science degree and I found my job as a graduate straight after that”.
Jayde did a lot of additional work experience at Social Enterprise at university so that helped her get into her role.
“Any work experience, at this age, makes you more interesting than the next person”.

careers speed dating

Character can trump grades in an interview. If someone comes in and they have all A*s but a bad attitude, they may
not be favoured over someone with lower grades but a desire to learn and work hard.

Caroline, who works for Costain in community management relations, said she did GCSEs and A Levels and a
degree in Media Studies, “so nothing to do with my role whatsoever. I came out of uni, didn’t really know what I
wanted to do so just fell into a job, ended up temping with Crossrail and worked my way up eventually getting a
permanent job with the contractor Costain”. What got her through the door was her experience at Crossrail, “so if
you’re interested in an area, start at the bottom and work your way up. Get in any way you can”.
Caroline and Jayde both said it was not necessary to have an engineering background to go into that industry. An
average graduate level salary at Crossrail is about £20 - 30,000.
Barbara, a project management apprentice for Transport for London, said: “within an apprenticeship you get a
qualification alongside the experience so it’s all about that willingness to learn, that drive, being an active member
of the organisation, being fair and consistent, direct and accountable for what you do”.
Danny, a track engineer apprentice for London Underground, said: “charisma is a big factor in getting a job – if you
don’t express how you are they’re not going to remember your face. The interviews were scenario based, to see
how you would handle yourself – drawing from your own life experience or hypothetically, such as how you would
deal with someone who wasn’t pulling their weight or doing their job properly”.
Engineering starts on about £18,500 and increases yearly to about £22,000. Starting full time as an engineer will put
you on £30 – 40,000, whereas full time project management would be more like £25-27,000.
Mr Kynaston remarked after the event:“What I can see here is absolute engagement. It’s great to actually meet
people who are in the workplace, talking about alternative pathways. University is one route, and we really do push
that here, but apprenticeship is another route. It’s about identifying the skill sets and the attitudes you have and
reflecting on that and thinking ‘what’s going to be most useful for me?’”.

by Mr Grayham

As mentioned in the last newsletter, Year 7 students won a competition to attend a Euro 2016 languages day at the
Emirates Stadium on the 10th June, by designing board games to aid foreign language learning.

trips!

Layla Baba-Brown, Rico-Benjamin Atille, Anisa Arafa, Christina Samuel, Camron Edwards-Bryce, Safia Astan, Zara
Rabbani, Kyha Haynes-Muirm and Rayan Charkaoui were all lucky enough to get a tour of the iconic stadium.
Unfortunately the players were not there due to the Euro 2016 championships (if only they’d waited a week or two!)
but they sent a video message congratulating the students.

nedal and the prince (part 3)

Five students from HA had the
great opportunity to take part in the
Mercers’ First Poetry festival – the
day started with workshops from
professional poets and we then
performed Warsan Shire’s powerful
‘Home’ to a near-stunned crowd of
students from schools around the
country, with Lania later performing
a reading of Shakespeare’s ‘Sonnet
19’. The festival finished with an
inspirational talk from the very
funny Paul Lyalls who talked the
students through the creative
process, the resilience needed to
stick it out as a professional poet,
and even telling us about the time
he hid in a wardrobe in Ikea, all in
the search for inspiration!

Nedal Harris (Year 9) appeared alongside Prince William in new #StandUpToBullying video released this term.
Nedal (Year 9), who can be seen in the centre of the table, was invited to a special lunch with Prince William as part
of his participation in the Diana Award Anti-Bullying initiative back in May.
Nedal said “A group of us met up at the Royal Garden Hotel, including [Good Morning Britain
presenter] Susannah Reed and [Rugby Union star] Ben Cohen. We then went to Kensington Palace and set up in
a small room and talked for a bit until Prince William came in. It was really nerve-wracking at first but he’s such a
nice, down to earth, funny guy”.
This is the second time Nedal has met the Duke of Cambridge, after his visit to Hammersmith Academy in 2015.
“I didn’t get to talk to him last time he was at HA but this time I got to talk directly to him and give him my point of
view”.
The video was offically released by The Diana Award charity and can be viewed here:
ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_r0l1thuYtE
Nedal (right) met Prince William last year on his visit to HA

Year 7 held a Science Fair this term, showing off their practical scientific expertise to some visiting Year 6 students
from Brackenbury Primary School.
Visiting members of the scientific community were impressed with what they saw, mentioning that the level
of the demonstrations on offer was worthy of a Crest Award (a prestigious UK award scheme that recognises
achievements in science, technology, engineering and maths).

science fair

science fair

“Who’s hungry?”

ART
ART

Chester (Year 9):

The Maths Mayors Fund for London Count On Us Challenge Dream Team talk us through their pan-London maths
tournament experience.

I really enjoyed the whole Count on Us challenge, but my favourite part was the 24 Game. You were given four
numbers and you had to use them all to make 24 before the other two people did. It was very interesting to find the
patterns involved with 24, and I feel that it really helped my mental maths skills. But I’m sure that the best part was
intimidating the poor people that had the bad luck of facing me.

Shahad (Year 8):
My Year 8 Hammersmith Academy experience has been growing rapidly,
and the highlight was most definitely the pleasure and challenge of
the Count On Us tournament. The competition was considerately
shaped for young Londoners to develop a vital, academic ability
for our future employment. After requirements of determination
and dedication during practise, the competition featured
many tough challenges, where success earned us points.

Nathan (Year 9):
The geometric round was by far the hardest round
which we competed in. Especially during the heats
where we scored a pathetic score of one due to our
underestimating the difficulty of the round. However,
before the finals we practiced the geometric round
properly and managed to get four! We came 4th in the
final, one point behind 3rd place! I’m extremely glad
to have been able to participate in this.

count on us

Lauryn (Year 9):
My Year 9 experience has improved massively due to the Count On Us challenge. One of my favourite things
that we did was Frogs and the Tower Of Hanoi as it encouraged us to work as a team and it made us gain more
communication skills, which was funny as we weren’t allowed to speak. One of the reasons that I loved Frogs
so much is because we had specific numbers that we had to put links to because of a ‘situation’ earlier in the
competition. I have improved much more in problem solving as a result of these games and so have the members
of my team. I am so thankful I had the opportunity to take part and I hope next year they do even better than we
do. I also look forward to helping the next year when they enter the next competition.

count on us

Our team was set many challenges - including Geometry
Puzzles, Algebraic Coding, the Tower Of Hanoi, and
also the Frog Leap Game. Not to mention, my ultimate
favourite, the 24 Game! Each round of the tournament
tested your persistence and your ability to hold yourself
together in difficult conditions when you are put under
pressure! It also helped me so much with getting ready
for when I needed to come up with resolutions and not
jump straight to conclusions - there is always a way. Best
of all, the Hammersmith Academy team were runner ups
in the heat of twelve schools and we were able to advance
into the finals! I was so glad to encounter this opportunity and I
highly recommend everyone to get involved in all they can. There is
satisfaction to be discovered.

Hafiz (Year 9)
During the Count on Us Challenge one of my roles during the algebra code breaking round was to be the runner.
This meant that I had to bring the answers to a stall and receive clues for the final answer. I found it really fun
because I got to help out with the maths as well as do something more active, which is rare in Maths. We came first
in the algebra code breaking round thanks to our speedy equation solving and team work and decoding the clues.
Overall the Count on Us Challenge gave me a new fun view of maths which I will take with me through the rest of
my time through HA.

speak out
Natalie Brundle took part in the Jack Petchey Speak Out Grand Final this term at
Piccadilly Theatre.
The Grand Finalists were narrowed down to 15 out of over 18,000 young people
from across London and Essex. Natalie spoke about ‘finding light in the darkness’.
She has done exceptionally well to reach the Grand Final, but unfortunately did not
make the top four (this time).
Ms Soper had one word to describe how she felt about the whole experience.
‘AMAZING!’

Year 7 Fairy-tale Competition
During Module 9, Year 7 students were given the challenge to write their own versions of traditional fairy stories.
From murderous princesses to weak and cowardly wolves, be warned these fairy tales are not what you expect!
Ms Severino

Single Sex Schools Are Only For Fools!
Today I’m going to be discussing why single sex schools should be banned and become a distant memory to
everyone. Single sex schools are a major throwback to an era long gone! I’m actually surprised they still exist!
You might already know someone who attended, or is attending, a single sex school at this very moment. But as
soon as I’m done you might feel really happy to be in a school like HA.

The Ballroom

fairy tales scary tales

The Autumn leaves crunched underneath their feet. There was a slight doubt but it was
too late. Demented, insane, mad; they simply couldn’t control themselves. Grandma’s
paper skin always shone in the light. So pale … just the thought of that skin being
drenched in blood. Delightful! She was so exasperating. As they approached the hut,
in rapid speed, there was a sudden stop. The hut. Right there. As they entered the hut,
instead of grandma, a wolf in her bed. Unusual. Nevertheless, Little Red’s murderous
cravings got the better of her.
by Adrianna Nawrocka

The great door swung open, revealing the wide, yet deserted, ballroom. The cool night
air, howling. She stepped inside; the hem of her gown, drenched in blood, dripped onto
her ankles. Walking across the marble floor, decorated with shattered glass that made
a satisfying ‘clink’ as she crushed them with her heels. She surveyed the room for the
man she loved and killed for. But he was nowhere to be seen. Letting out an exhausted
sigh, she stood. He had escaped. Cold tears trickled down her cheeks and met with
the blood on the floor. She didn’t notice the shadow creep closer. The knife plunged
into her chest.
“Die Cinderella”.
by Hana Hussein

The Blood Red Riding Hood
The dominant, sly and devious wolf turned around at the sound of old leaves crunching
and spotted an innocent Little Red Riding Hood walking by. He silently leapt from tree
to tree until he got a bird’s-eye view of her. When he got in range, he pounced like a lion
hunting its prey. However, mid-air the wolf froze. He rapidly backed away, hiding in the
nearest tree. The Little Red Riding Hood stalked the cowardly, frightened and afraid wolf.
Deafening screams echoed in the forest. Then it was silent … the Little Red Riding Hood
became the Bloody Red Riding Hood, killer of the forest.
by Artur Aliu

the long read

Who Killed Grandma?

Primarily, let’s talk about how single sex schools affect children and teenagers. Behaviour is affected by a
person’s surroundings. Imagine a boy called Ben. He could look any way you like it’s all up to you. If Ben is
put into a calm and safe environment, he’s most likely to become a more easygoing and relaxed adult. On
the other hand, if Ben is put into a more violent and frantic environment he is probably going to turn out to be
more aggressive and nervous. As you can see Ben could turn out differently in each situation only due to his
environment. Environment has a large effect on people so how does the environment of a single sex school
effect students? Well, studies have shown that boys who go to all boy schools tend to be more aggressive
than boys who go to mixed schools. This is because when a child is put in a surrounding without the opposite
gender there’s no balance between the two sexes. Females and males do behave differently so if one side has
too much of one thing and too little of the other it’s sure to not end well. There needs to be a balance between
the two genders because then boys learn from girls and girls learn from boys.
Along with that, mixed schools do a better job in preparing kids like us to step into the real world. Single sex
schools consist of only one gender but as we all know society is not one gender, it’s a variety of different
people - like a rainbow! If you’re growing up in a school where there is no one but your gender, it might be a bit
overwhelming to all of a sudden have to work with someone of the opposite sex. It might also make your point
of view on the other sex unclear, distorted and ambiguous. Studies show that people who attend single sex
schools - mostly males - are more likely to be sexist. In addition to this, teens who go to mixed schools see
how it’s like to be in a healthy relationship and get a taste of what they’re in for in the future while teens who
go to single sex schools don’t get the same opportunity. Preteens and teens need to have a greater awareness
about what it’s like being in a healthy relationship. How it’s like to have male and female friends, or a boyfriend
or girlfriend. (Side note: I’m not encouraging dating from a very young age. I think that it depends on how
mature an individual is. Once they both reach a stage where they are mature enough… go ahead. Enjoy life! Just
don’t go too crazy please.)
In single sex schools the way they have knowledge about how to maintain a healthy relationship is from their
SRE lessons and the internet (which we know isn’t ALWAYS a reliable source) while teens in schools like ours
also have a chance of experiencing a real life relationship without any embarrassing moments. Some say that
being in a relationship while going to school is just a distraction from education and that’s what people say is an
upside of single sex schools. That kids can’t get into a relationship while going to school because there is only
one gender going there. Hmmmm…. this clearly ignores same sex relationships. Today it is common for people
to be openly gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, transgender etc, so it is possible for students to be in a relationship even if
they attend a single sex school. What if someone is transgender? What school would they go to? Would they go
to a boy’s school if they were born a boy? Would they go to a girl’s school because they believe they are a girl?
No. Most likely they would go to a mixed school because there they don’t care about gender as much. Mixed
schools are equal and equality is the key.
Let’s quickly summarise why single sex schools should be banned.
•
They often cause behaviour issues in later life making boys more likely to become aggressive
•
They don’t prepare kids enough for adulthood and real life
•
They don’t show a clear point of view about the opposite sex, often leading to sexism and gender
stereotyping
•
They aren’t equal enough!
Just to finish off I wanted to let you know I’m not saying all single schools are bad and that everyone that
attends one will be a bad person. There are many amazing people one this planet who are absolutely amazing
and have achieved so many things in their lives and they attended single sex schools. I just think that they’re
holding back our society back from a brighter future. We will get there. We will get this world to be equal and
if not for us then for our children and our children’s children. We have taken huge leaps recently and this is the
next step. Peaceful, beautiful, calm; think of a world with equality.

“Which way did you vote in the referendum?”

Adrianna Nawrocka (Year 7)

Girls
Rounders
BDA Tournament
Year 7 came 1st out of 7 teams.
Year 8 came 3rd out of 7 teams.
Cricket
A selection of pupils from both Years 7 and 8 took part in the U13 McKinsey Cup at Barn Elms.

Follow us on Instagram
instagram.com/hamacad

Football
Year 7 were runners-up in the Wyn Bailey Trophy.

Cricket
The Year 7 boys cricket team started the summer term off participating in fixtures with very little experience,
however as the term progressed, students dedicated themselves to session 3 clubs after school on Mondays,
which has had a positive effect on their ability levels. The team played in three fixtures this term, against Upper
Latymer, BDA and Rutlish Merton. Unfortunately, the boys lost those games but Mr Beattie commented on how
much the group have progressed in such a short space of time. Some of the Year 7 pupils also took part with Year 8
pupils, in the U13 McKinsey Cup, an event run by Middlesex County Cricket Club.
A selection of pupils from both Years 9 and 10 took part in the U15 McKinsey Cup, coming 2nd in the competition.

Year 7 girls rounders team win the BDA tournament!

sport

Mr Wake took 16 students to Lords Cricket Ground on the 28th June, for the Middlesex CCC School Engagement
day. Students saw Middlesex v Lancashire, were treated to a museum tour and were also taken around the famous
grounds.

keep up to date

Boys

HA on YouTube
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