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HA welcome
The Royal College of Music

A word from our
headteacher
Despite being a short term, so much has
already been accomplished.
We got the ball rolling in style with the
Royal College of Music sending a 90 piece
orchestra to come and play for us and
inspire our students to pick up a musical
instrument. The students practiced with
them during the day and performed
brilliantly in the concert finale. Building up
to a crescendo with a rendition of Maurice
Ravel’s Balero, the sound in the theatre
was extraordinary.
Our students have been out and about,
both as adventurers and ambassadors.
Year 9 stretched their legs with Outward
Bound; Year 7 saw the sights at Hampton
Court Palace; D&T students went on a
trip to Envoplan, to learn about innovative work space design; and two of our Sixth Formers took on the enormous
responsibility of becoming a Survivor Ambassador for the Holocaust Education Trust, visiting Auschwitz as part of
the experience.
We are attracting high calibre attention too, with visits from Hannah Carnegy, a research student in the philosophy
department at UCL; Danielle Teale, a dance practitioner; Vicky Neale, Whitehead Lecturer at the Mathematical
Institute and Balliol College at the University of Oxford; and Katharine Birbalsingh, the high profile Head of Michaela
Free School, who was here to gain inspiration for setting up her school’s own Sixth Form.
Well done to all the Sixth Formers who have completed their university applications, the offers are coming in thick
and fast! We are deep in mock exam preparation and looking forward to further success in the future.
Find out about all this and more inside.
On a much sadder note we are heartbroken to have lost one of our founding students and Sixth Former Frank
Moylett this term, after a short illness.
Students and staff have shown exemplary maturity and courage in the face of this tragedy, and his memory will live
long in the heart of the Academy and in those whose lives he touched. A memorial service will be shared at a later
date.

@GaryKynaston

Gary Kynaston
Headteacher

frank moylett (2000-2017)

Hammersmith Academy is shocked and saddened by the sudden passing of one its founding students Frank
Moylett, after a short illness.
Frank was an intelligent and delightful young man with a thirst for life. He had the ambition to become a doctor/
anaesthetist. His passions for all things theatre and media showed off his understated talents, not only academically
but behind the scenes through our school productions and events.
We have lost a thoughtful and kind young man with a bright future ahead of him. His memory will live long in the
heart of the Academy and in those whose lives he touched. He will be sorely missed by his friends, colleagues and
staff. Our thoughts are with his family at this tragic time.
Mr Kynaston

garden update
We surveyed the students to find out what they
thought of the gardening programme. Here are
some of their thoughts:

“Gardening is a skill that can be used in your
own free time, which means you can grow plants
anywhere with your own knowledge and practice.
It also helped me have a better understanding on
how different plants grow and why”.

“It's the perfect way to give back to our little
community and also wind down and step back a
little. It lets me do something I love once a day, as
well as giving me something to look forward to”.
“It allows there to be time where I can do something
that calms me and helps me clear my head”.
“It is exciting and it teaches us about plants and the
different ways to take care of them”.

“It's a great way to make the school look and feel
better while doing something I love. It's a nice
calming activity I'd do anytime if I could”.
“I like it a lot. I feel as though it's a fun and
convenient way to help contribute to the school
in some fashion. It's also good for stress-relief,
particularly during the spring when the plants start
to come up”.

“I love it! As much as I love my tutor group, I feel
like gardening is a productive way of spending half
an hour every day”.
“It gives the gardener student a chance to relax
between morning and afternoon lessons and
encourages students to form a community between
Sixth Formers and secondary school”.

@growgardeners

music
Head of Music Mr Gibson is now a Teacher Ambassador for the Royal College
of Music. The Teacher Ambassador programme will run throughout the RCM
Museum’s redevelopment project, giving 16 teachers and more than 240 children
the opportunity to learn about the Royal College of Music’s world-renowned
heritage and to work with RCM musicians.
The Ambassadors will learn about best practice for using museums and
collections to support student learning in schools; help to develop and share
new resources; act as liaisons between the RCM Museum and their school
community; and pilot and test new material with their classes throughout the
year.
HA have benefited from the Royal College of Music this term already by enjoying
a visit by a 90 piece orchestra.
Lydia Cracknell, the
RCM Museum’s Learning and Engagement Officer,
said: “This is an amazing opportunity to share expertise
and create really useful resources. By working directly
with teachers we aim to maximise the teaching
potential of the collection for students in both a school
and museum environment”.
Mr Gibson said: “I am really excited to be able to bring
the resources of the RCM to our Academy, not just for
the music department but for all of our students. It is an
amazing opportunity for all of Year 7 to be able to listen
to a full orchestra and for our GCSE students to attend
workshops at RCM. It really is an opportunity to inspire
our students”.

RCM Museum of Music curator Gabriele Rossi Rognoni
shows off the oldest guitar in the world on Mr Gibson’s
ambassador visit to the museum.

@MusicatHA

We thought it couldn’t get any bigger than the 50 piece orchestra supplied by Turramurra High School from Sydney,
but we were wrong (by about 40 instruments).
We enjoyed performances of a suite of movements from Bizet’s Carmen and Ravel’s Balero. RCM musicians also
workshopped with our young musicians, creating a musical ‘response’ to Balero. The conductor was Peter Stark,
and the saxophone soloist was Rusne Mikiskaite.
“It is a hugely important part of College life that we connect with (and hopefully inspire) young people with music.
We had our first collaboration with the Hammersmith Academy in December 2016, and it was a terrific experience.
The students at the Academy were engaged, responsive and hungry to learn. The staff were enormously helpful and
the whole experience was utterly satisfying. I hope very much that we will be able to build on this first experience in
years to come, and that many Hammersmith Academy youngsters will want to join us for future events!” Peter Stark

HA music students at the RCM composition workshop at St Paul's school.

Year 9 outward bound

Are we there yet?

jack petchey winners rewarded

Anis Dobranja, Georgia Harris, Lena Bouaicha, Conor Patterson, Jayde Claridge, Rebecca Loutchina-Myndiuk, Donn
Madlangbayan and Leeban Omar were all invited to Kensington Town Hall this term to recognise 2016 Jack Petchey
winners. Mr Flitton and Ms Campbell were also in attendance and were proud to watch our students’ achievements
recognised.
“It was a fantastic evening celebrating their achievements and outstanding contribution to HA”.
Mr Flitton

the big quiz
The annual HA Big Quiz made a return, to welcome us into 2017.
As always, part of the fun is creating costumes from nothing but paper, You can see some of the ingenious creations
below. Can you guess what the theme was?

chess club
“I’ve been playing since I was 5. I like
chess because it’s a war between two
empires, and you have to use strategy
to defeat your enemy and wear them
down” Nooh Khaled (Year 7)
“Chess is a good reminder not to
underestimate your opponent. It
really helps your Maths because it’s
basic logic, problem solving and
strategy” Mr Wright
“I like outsmarting the opponent.
And winning” Noa Schinas (Year 12)

Mr Wright feels the strain

knitting club

Hammersmith Academy's knitting and crochet group
started in November last year and is made up of
students from every year group who meet up on
Tuesday lunchtimes to knit and crochet. A few students
had some experience, but most didn't and just wanted
to have a go and learn a new skill.

Everyone is working really hard to master the techniques
and we have set ourselves a huge challenge. We want
to make enough 20 x 20cm squares to stitch together
to make a giant scarf which will go the whole way round
the school along the running track.

We need over 1000 squares, but when we achieve our
goal we think we will have created the longest scarf in
London, maybe even the whole country!
A bit mad we know, but we also have a serious purpose.
Eventually the squares will be restitched together to
make blankets and sent overseas to where they are most
needed.

Which one’s the Rook?

If you would like to get involved and learn how to
knit or crochet so that you can contribute a square to
Hammersmith Academy's giant scarf, come along to the
reception area in your lunch break on Tuesdays.

‘Alternative’ news
HA Sixth Form took part in a youth conference on media
literacy run by Shout Out UK, in partnership with U.S.
Embassy London.
With the help of media practitioners and researchers,
students engaged in spirited discussions on the role of
the media and strategies to develop informed opinions. A
broad range of topics were covered, including migration,
climate change and Russian-Ukrainian relations.
Participants were asked to examine a range of media
sources and identify the narrative and core message of
each piece.
Students were also encouraged to consider the following
questions: Is there an agenda hidden beneath the words
and images? Is the author trying to influence your mindset in some manner? How can we trust our media and
formulate our own opinions if there are inherent attempts
at manipulation?
HA took active part and gave presentations in front of
their peers, which led to an in-depth discussion into the
role of the media and the nature of truth.

Which one’s the rook?

sport
The U13 Girls football team have been doing
us proud this term, winning 7-2 against BDA
and 11-0 against the Convent of Jesus & Mary
Language College.

The Year 11 Boys won their first football game of
2017 with an 8-5 victory over WLFS.

HA launch our very first Boat Club (HABC)
When did it start?
The club started in January 2017 after working closely with Fulham Reach Boat club and London Youth Rowing. We
have run a successful boating programme in PE lessons with FRBC for 3 years (with Year 9,10 & 11 students having
the opportunity to row for 6 weeks each year on the Tideway), but HABC is a step forward for the school as we are
beginning to develop this elite rowing programme that will result in competing locally against other schools on the
water (as well as hopefully getting to national competition standard in the next 5 years).
Who can get involved?
Anyone can get involved if you are in Year 10,11,12 or 13. HABC has 3 sessions per week. The indoor sessions are
on Wednesday and Friday mornings in the fitness suite at 7.30-8.15am and the water sessions run from 2-4pm at
Fulham Reach Boat Club. Each racing year group has a coach that works specifically with them on the water.

@HA_Sport

How regular is it?
This club runs every week in term time. The indoor sessions are building towards the National Junior Indoor
Rowing Championships on Friday 17th March 2017 and the outdoor sessions are geared towards preparing for
summer racing.
What will the students learn, specifically?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Safety, both on and off the water.
Boat, clothing and equipment identification.
Correct rowing technique.
Pacing and progress on the indoor rowing machines.
Stroke output: moving the boat as far as possible, in the most efficient and effective way to gain and 		
maintain speed.
Independent fitness work.
Working as a team to achieve set goals alongside top level rowing coaches.

Is it a Session 3 or part of the curriculum?
The 6 week ‘learn to row’ programme is part of Year 9,10 & 11 curriculum time and
a fantastic offer to every student at Hammersmith Academy. HABC is a Session 3
club that requires a high level of commitment. However, a student’s commitment
to the club gains high level specialist coaching, a hoody, a fitness programme and
the honour of being a part of Hammersmith Academy’s first ever year as a British
Rowing boat club.
Our thanks go to Fulham Reach Boat club and London Youth Rowing for their
ongoing support.
For more information, please speak to Year 12 students Ben Wiggins (captain) and
Noa Schinas (vice captain) or speak to Miss Cutting in PE.
https://www.instagram.com/hasport1

art

@HAArtists

english national ballet
HA renew their annual partnership
with the English National Ballet
once more, kicking off the run up
to a performance at the Britten
Theatre.
Last year we took part in a
performance of Dance Journeys:
Unsilenced, in front of 750 guests.
Lauren Perkyns-Monney and
Malachi Hambleton popped over
to help the ENB to plan out the
coming weeks’ rehearsals.

ha medsoc
The HA Med Soc will endeavour to:

HA launced our first ever Medicine
Society this term. Two brilliant UCL
students came in to work with our
students and talk them through the
process of applying to medical school.

•

generate an interest in Medicine so students can learn what it’s all
about before deciding whether to go ahead and apply.

•

help students plan their approach to the Medical School application
process and navigate their way through in a supportive environment.

•

provide a platform where students can share ideas and concerns
around challenging medical topics, such as Ethics and NHS Hot
Topics.

•

pool teacher and student resources to allow coverage of key areas,
such as medical school entry requirements.

•

work on some of the key skills required to be a medic, such as
organisational ability, leadership and presentation skills.

•

develop students’ ability to review research papers and begin to
understand the concept of evidence based medicine.

hampton court
“Half of Year 7 decided to join the Humanities trip to
Hampton Court Palace. After the coach ride, we went to
the dining room, Henry VIII’s bedroom and his kitchen.
There were so many facts and so much knowledge
spread around the room. We learned about how his
kitchen looked and how his servants worked. After we
finished our trip, we went back to school and took part
in a quiz to see what we had learned. Overall, the trip
was really incredible. I really enjoyed it and I would like
to go back again!”
Maryum Hussain (Year 7)

hampton court

“On Friday we got to go to Hampton
Court Palace for a whole day. We
learned about how wealthy King
Henry VIII was and how he loved to
show off. First we went to see the
kitchens. We were told how much
food would be eaten, how much the
servants ate and how much they
were paid. We saw where Henry
had his meals and where his guests
ate. When we came back to school
we had a quiz and the winners got
prizes. Hampton Court was a really
educational trip and it has helped me
in Humanities”.
Mary Yohanse (Year 7)

@HaHumanities

HA wiN THE QPR PREMIER
LEAGUE ENTERPRISE
CHALLENGE
Jada Gbadmosi, Niko Nikpour and Louis Bloomberg (Year 10)
did themselves and the Academy proud by getting through to the
Premiere League Enterprise Challenge regional finals.
The competition is a Premiere League funded programme that tasks
young people, aged 13-15, a challenge around the business world
of football. This year’s challenge was to come up with a strategy to
engage with American fans and encourage them to come and see a
QPR home game. Amongst the judges were QPR First Team Captain
Nedum Onuoha and QPR CEO Lee Hoos.
Lee Hoos said ‘they’ve given me some ideas to think about that’s for
sure … I thought: ‘I would expect this in a senior management team
meeting’, that’s how good the presentation was”.
Nedum Onuoha was impressed with the
sophistication of the ideas, “some of the things they came up with are things I would have
suggested myself, and I’m probably twice their age!”
Louis admitted “at first I was nervous, but as I got through the presentation I got more
confident with what I was saying”.
Looking back on the experience Jada reflected that “we learned some new skills, and we
learned how to communicate with other people and how to get our ideas across in ways
that are suitable for everyone”.
The trio were inspired to live up to the high expectations set at Hammmersmith Academy,
they created a truly impressive presentation and succeeded in a well-deserved victory to
kick off 2017.
QPR Captain Nedum
Onuha praises HA.

Jada, Niko and Louis are interviewed after their victory. See our YouTube channel to watch the video.

sixth form mentoring

Sixth Formers have been mentoring our Year 11s this
term in a new peer to peer programme.
“It’s good to talk to Sixth Formers, who’ve been through
the whole process” Shomar Williams
“I find it really beneficial to talk to someone who knows
and understands the experience, and so recently. Also
someone who is the same age, who’s your equal” Alex
Clixby
“It gives us that little extra push. You find out what it’s
like to go through the application process” Daniele
Cicenaite

off to work!
Abdulrahmen Omar has been
accepted onto the prestigious
Uni-Link scheme at UCL, a
long-term programme for
Sixth Form students. It is
designed to offer support and
guidance throughout Year 12
and 13 so that students are
better prepared to apply to
UCL and other competitive
universities.

Hadeel Elshak (Year
12) has got herself a
part-time job at the
Science Museum
as a visitor services
assistant.

dt trip to envoplan
“Tell the students we were impressed with their
intelligent interest. As I am sure you'll agree, they are
the future and they need to go for it!!
You never know where life will take you....but there's a
certain thrill in knowing that you're involved in making
things and designing interiors that really change
people's lives for the better! Just as there's a
thrill to teaching - setting young people up
for life!”
Trudie Lawrence (Envoplan
Sales Co-ordinator)
“I specifically liked the train cabin design because it
looks very comfortable and it also looks suitable for
school use”.
Callum Gordon
“My favourite product that Envoplan currently make
is their train compartment space. I like it because it
is fully modular and customisable. The customer can
decide the size and colour of the end product”.
Ben Wiggins

“Envoplan has a very large
in house facility, with many
different processing facilities.
The company has a very smart
and unique way of dealing with
waste material. In a day and age
where waste is every growing,
dealing with waste in the correct
way is vital. At Envoplan the
waste material is compressed
into pellets, and then burned to
The place is unique, create heat which then heats the
entire building.
as they design
everything in the
same facility as they
build the products,
and reduces the need
of outsourcing. It
fascinates me how the
company can design
and build something
within days, and have
it on the market ready
to be sold.
Looking at the different designs interested me, as they
were unlike any things I had seen before, which are all
unique and bespoke.

@TheHAworkshop

The visit to the Envoplan facility, has completely
changed the way I think of design”.
Nasir Uddin

hambassadors

The Holocaust Educational Trust
Vanessa Bordignon and Amir Makeen (Year
12) were offered the opportunity to be
ambasadors for the Holocaust Educational
Trust. They attended two seminars, met a
survivor and went on a preparation course
for what they would see at Auschwitz before
visiting.
Vanessa said she found the experience
‘hard’ and ‘traumatic’ and that there was no
preparation that could have prepared her
for Auschwitz. However, she is ‘proud’ to
be an ambassador and is glad she had the
experience. Both Vanessa and Amir showed
true HA resilience and took the responsibility
in their stride and did the school proud.

The Elgin Resource Centre
The Elgin Resource Centre is a community drop in centre for older people. The Sixth Formers, Mr Bowditch and Ella
(Dr Kirwan’s labrador) have been going over once a week on a Thursday for a tea morning, chats and games.
Our Year 9 students have also been visiting the resource centre with Ms Fiorenzi and our gardener Deb Culmar,
interviewing older people for their ASDAN course and planning out activities that they’ll be engaged with in the
garden.
“The opportunity to go to the community home next door has been amazing! Being able to hear people’s life stories
and their different experiences has been such a unique experience. Whether it’s their family history or watching
their face light up when they see Ella. I heavily recommend everyone to go and support the elderly. You might learn
something new!” Lauren Daly (Year 12)
“The customers really look forward to the students
coming over. Ella the dog has a number of fans and she
seems to relax and put the customers at ease to interact
with the students.
The whole experience has been really good for the Elgin
Close customers as quoted from a customer ‘I don’t often
talk to young people, we have nothing in common, but I
enjoyed that’.
When the Year 9 students came over with their
questionnaire for a customer, it was great to see how they
gradually became more relaxed around each other and
the questions and answers began to flow.
Questions were asked by our customer to gain understanding of the children’s slang and the students enjoyed
explaining what they meant.
Staff and customers are looking forward to seeing a
flourish of colours in the coming months from the bulbs
that were planted with your gardener and students, and
are eagerly awaiting their return to do the garden tidy up
and more planting.
This is a great collaboration that has a fulfilling future with
valuable benefits for the students and customers”.
Jennifer, Community Outreach Worker

in other news

Student alumna Sultana joined
us for some work experience this
term, and baked us these delicious
looking cakes!

Follow us on Facebook and
share our posts.
www.facebook.com/
hammersmithacademy

Imitation is the finest form of
flattery for Mr Bowditch.
Welcome!
New teachers who have joined the English department this term:
(Left to right) Ms Viaotu, Mr Baker, Ms Shillingford, Ms Moss.
Mr Papal (far right) has joined the Media Department.

the term in tweets
@HammersmithAcad

HA are proud to be part of the Jack Petchey
Achievement Award Scheme, a reward and
recognition initiative which enables schools
and youth organisations to celebrate the
achievements of their young people as well as
receive additional funding.

HA is now accredited against the Investors
in People Standard: “the sign of a great
employer.” Paul Devoy, Head of IIP.

Hammersmith Academy
25 Cathnor Road, London W12 9JD
020 8222 6000
info@hammersmithacademy.org
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For a copy of any policy relating to
the operation and procedures at
Hammersmith Academy, please visit our
website or contact the Academy office.

