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The results are in

A word from our
headteacher

‘gram’ of the week

As part of a new
competition about to
launch this academic year,
Hammersmith Academy
invites students to send
in pictures of their day to
day school life (only with
the express permission of
the teacher if in school) to
be uploaded on to the HA
Instagram account.
It’s the beginning of our sixth Academic year, integrating new staff and new students, with the
same energy, determination and enthusiasm that continues to take Hammersmith Academy ever
onward and ever upward.
This year has a special significance because we have now closed the first chapter of our
Academy’s history, having completed our first five year journey with our very first set of GCSE
results. I am absolutely thrilled with our results, which show very clearly that we are producing
young adults with qualifications they can be proud of, as well as being well-rounded, grounded
and mature individuals.
It only feels like we have just got started and the first half term is already behind us. As always we
have packed a massive amount into seven short weeks. We welcomed our new Year 7 and new
and returning Sixth Formers; we had an action packed Team Building day with Year 11; we’ve
voted for and elected our new Key Stage Leaders and Junior Leadership Team and have had four
Open Evenings and Mornings in preparation for next year!
HA Sport has had some great success on the football pitch; HA Maths welcomed maths guru
Colin Hegarty and, in a fantastic early treat, an entire 50 piece wind orchestra from Sydney took
over the theatre and raised the roof, with renditions of pop hits Bohemian Rhapsody and Africa
by Toto, as well as film and television soundtracks from Oliver! to Doctor Who. Read on and
prepare to be impressed by the incredible work of our teachers, staff and students. 2016-17 is
already promising to be a very special year!

Gary Kynaston
Headteacher

Students can enter as
many pictures as they like
throughout the year and the
best pic from each week will
be uploaded to Instagram.
The winning student will
receive Vivos for their efforts.
Check out the HA Instagram
feed at
www.instagram.com/
hamacad

Results day

GCSE results

Angelo Gashi, who achieved 13 GCSEs including 3 A*s and 8 As, said: “It’s great! I did
really well. I didn’t think I’d get such good results, so I’m really happy. HA showed me the
right path, how to take control, put in the hard work and it paid off!”
Head girl Tyler Morgan, who got 14 GCSEs including 1 A* and 6As, said:
“I’m happy and really excited! It’s even better than I expected. HA take initiative in our
learning, they always push you, so even if you think you can’t do it, you can do well.”
Shante Edwards got 13 GCSEs including 1 A* and 5As. When I asked her how she did it,
she replied: “Just loads of revisions and HA pushing me all the way. The Academy is very
supportive.”
Other notable results include Agnes Ogunjuyigbe, 12 GCSEs with 7 A*s and 5 As, Amari
Drysdale, 13 GCSEs including 5 A*s and 5As, and Umut Halil, who achieved 13 GCSEs
including 3 A*s and 5 As.
A Level results
Amelia Foy (Year 13 - pictured left) got 2 A*s and 2 As. She is going on to study
Psychology at Bath University. She said she was “really happy” with her results.
Utku Aydin (Year 13) got 5 As. He said, “ever since I came here, starting with the
Headteacher, I have always been told I had potential and that I just had to apply myself
and I’d definitely get to where I needed to go.” Utku will be studying Computer Science at
Warwick.
Bolor Jamsranjav (Year 13) got 3 As. “It was what I wanted to get. I think it’s the
encouragement that the teachers and my peers provided me that made it possible for me to work hard and achieve
my target grades.” She will study Pharmacology at UCL.
Nazik Ahmed (Year 13) achieved 1 A* and 2 Bs and will be going on to study Law at SOAS. She paid tribute to her
teachers: “They’ve always believed in me and never doubted my choices.”
Saif Monajed (Year 12) got 4 As.
Asked about what role HA had in his
grades he said “the teachers push
you to do more than you expect
you can do”. Saif is applying to
study Economics at a Russell Group
university next year.
A tearful Vanessa Bordignon (Year
12 - right) got “more than I ever
expected. Overall I’m overjoyed and
I’m ready for next year. I’m just so
happy with the support I get at HA.”
Carlos Barredo, got 12 GCSEs and
1 AS level, achieving 9 A*s, 3 As
and an A for the AS. Asked about
the affect Hammersmith Academy
has had on him he said: “I just want
to say if you work hard, anything’s
possible; just believe in yourself and
you can get anywhere in life. That’s
what I’ve learned here.”

Headteacher Mr Kynaston said:
“I am absolutely thrilled with our very first set of GCSE results. We take in a fair banded cohort and as such have
challenged ourselves greatly as an Academy to succeed in this way. We have proved that, no matter what your
background, you can achieve great things through hard work and determination. Our vision is to develop highly
qualified aspirational young adults and I think we can say – mission accomplished. We are so very proud of all our
students who can stand tall in their success. It is the collaboration between teachers, parents and students that
has provided such fantastic momentum and this will carry them successfully into the next phase of their lives.”
“Our A Levels results are a testament to our hard work and determination, and our growth mindset, that we see
continual improvement as the school grows. After five years we have gone from a small cohort of Year 7s and
Sixth Form to a completely full Academy. These results see HA reaching ever greater heights and continued
improvement across the board. I am proud of all that our Year 12s and 13s have achieved. They are leaving us not
only academically highly qualified but full of confidence and a clear sense of what they can achieve. I would like
to thank the teachers and parents for their hard work and for the support they have given our students to achieve
these fantastic grades.”

Year 7 first day

Pre-school nerves

... and relax

Sixth form activity day

Year 11 team building day

a trip to the bank (of england)

Year 11 enjoyed some colourful team building adventures this term. The purpose of the day was to realise
that together everyone achieves more through collaboration. Students and staff were split into teams
and given a set of challenges ranging from performing magic tricks, creating tinfoil palm trees and writing
limericks to beach volleyball, fiendish general knowledge quizzes and balloon animals. Each task earned
team points, the harder the challenge the more points earned. The key to success was working quickly
and efficiently as part of a team (and knowing your balloon animals).

HA Economics students visited the Bank of England last term, and got to see how money is
made and how heavy a bar of gold is.
Calvin Hartley said “You never really think about where money comes from, so it was interesting
seeing it all printed - like it was just any old sheet of paper.”

star students
As mentioned in July’s newsletter, HA
Science discovered a number of variable
stars (stars that change their brightness) and
an asteroid.
Their discoveries can now be seen online at
www.aavso.org/vsx/index.php?view=search.
top
You can search the stars’ co-ordinates or
search for the stars’ names, which are now
named after the students who discovered
them! They are:
Reynolds v1
Mousa v1
Mousa v2
Hamed v1.

prospectus

computer science

Hammersmith Academy have now introduced
courses in Computing. We are now offering
Computing qualifications at both GCSE and A
Level. Studying Computing will help students to
develop the ability to think systematically, logically
and creatively. This will majorly improve students’
analytical skills to find different solutions to real life
problems in order to analyse key features and trends
in the development of technology and computer
science.
The purpose of this course is to develop
programming skills and theoretical knowledge of
computer science. Students will be required to use
the knowledge and skills gained throughout the
course to investigate practical real-life issues and
solve them.

Ms Hector - Head of Computing at HA

We have two brand new prospectuses, hot off the press, for prospective Year 7 and Sixth
Formers for 2017. Both are available on the website www.hammersmithacademy.org

“Whether you want to uncover the secrets of the universe, or you want
to pursue a career in the 21st century, basic computer programming is
an essential skill to learn.”
Stephen Hawking

insight programme

The Sixth Form Insight Programme got off to a great start this term with two of our ex-students,
Shukri Xalane and Jowhara Mohamed, talking about life after A Levels. They are now studying
medicine at Southampton and Biomedical Sciences at Brunel university respectively. Questions
from the floor ranged from ‘how did you prepare for your exams?’ to ‘is university much harder
than school?’ (to which the answer was an emphatic ‘yes’).

The GCSE class have already begun using the BBC
MicroBits with Python programming language.

student success
Queen Omotola (Year 12) has been
accepted into the BFI Film
Academy 2016-17!
As part of a 12 week filmmaking course, Queen will attend
masterclasses, careers days and
make short films, working towards
a Silver Arts Award. The Silver Arts
Award is an accredited programme,
encouraging artistic growth and the
development of leadership skills in
young people. It is recognised on the
Qualifications and Credit framework classed
as a Level Two programme.
There were approximately 70 applicants
for a limited number of places, but Queen,
coming from HA, and used to high
standards, did us proud.
Well done Queen!

london ablaze - glass sellers
schools project

Major celebrations took place in London in September to mark the 350th anniversary of the Great Fire of London,
which occurred between 2nd and 5th September 1666. As part of these celebrations, the Glass Sellers’ Company
chose 10 London secondary schools to design a piece of glass artwork on the theme of the Great Fire; in
collaboration with a leading contemporary glass artist.
The resulting works from these collaborations went on display at the church of St Stephen’s Walbrook.
We received this message from Project Coordinator Mark Holford.
“I want to say a big thank you to you for taking part in the project and for bringing it to such a successful outcome.
You each brought lively imagination, creativity and passion to the project and to your school’s work. It is interesting
how diverse the interpretations were of the same subject. You should be very proud of what you achieved.
It has been a huge success and much admired by many people, not least the Lord Mayor of the City of London
who attended the exhibition reception in St Stephen Walbrook. We were proud that the reception was the first
Great Fire event that he attended during the many celebrations over last weekend.
Once again thank you for taking part. You were brilliant.”

year 12 Art exhibition

turramurra high school
wind orchestra

inter-house competition:
victory for Lovelace

Turramurra High School Wind Orchestra paid HA a visit
on their trip to London.
“Bringing out the Sydney based Wind Orchestra to
workshop and perform with our students was designed
to ignite Year 7’s desire to learn orchestral instruments
and join an ensemble. Judging by their keen faces we
have definitely got some students who will be joining
our 80 existing musicians.”
Mr Gibson, Head of Music
“It was amazing to work with and be around such
talented people. It really shows that music can gather
people together from different parts of the world and
share in the opportunities it brings.”
Shomar Williams (Year 11)

“We all had a wonderful experience at HA. The staff were all exceptionally well organized, helpful and offered
excellent hospitality to us. The students were keen and co-operative both as audience members and performers.
The performers had clearly put in a great deal of effort to learn the repertoire and performed with great confidence
and style. They were also very attentive during rehearsal and I found them to be a focused and very attentive group.
Our experience at HA showed us different learning strategies that, as educators, can help us in our own system
and we found the entire occasion to be extremely positive. We would love to see HA students again and should the
chance arise we would happily welcome groups from HA to our school in a reciprocal situation.”

“The true success belongs to a very hard working team of students and staff that have
enabled Lovelace to win for a third successive year. I want to thank everyone for allowing me
to experience and develop the Lovelace love… Team Lovelace forever!”

Mark Barnsley, band leader

Mr Young

ha maths meet hegarty maths

english quiz

Can you work out the titles of these books by their covers alone?

Colin Hegarty founded HegartyMaths in 2011, by uploading Maths videos to YouTube for revision outside of the
classroom.
Since the videos were freely available on YouTube, students from all over the world started using the videos in many
ways. “In particular, we found it was helping students who lacked confidence in maths or could not afford expensive
private tuition”. With the help of the charity SHINE they won £15,000 of funding to make a website to host the
videos and make more content to help as many students as possible. The site has been used in over 200 worldwide
territories and has had over 6 million views, with on average about 5,000 students using it everyday to support with
their learning. And all for free!

junior leadership team
Amir Hossain, Jason Williams, Abdullah Sultan, Alex
Horowitz, Ellis Saunderson, Reece Mcgee, Richard
Vanbogaert, Kyara Ventura, Yara El-Oukaili

Naomi Perkins-Monney, Petar Antonijevic, Micheal Stathis,
Amani Njayem, Anwar Yuseff, Ashley Ntumba, Kaize Hersi,
Amirshah Said, Ryan Nolan , Kamal Omar, Ivy Chakraborty

The 6th Form team will be working on Sith Form initiatives and events.

This term the Media, Press and Promotions team will be meeting during Session 3 on a Monday
in the media room to plan and record a HA TV news report show… coming to an internal TV
screen near you.
Lauren Daly, Lauryn Perkins Monney, Safah Abdulrahman,
Maryum Hussain, Queen Omotola, Artora Mehmetaj, Diellza
Gerguri, Poppy Toner, Denis Surraka, Hameed Rahimi,
Amber Al Wafai, Dante Lionel, Louis Bloomberg, Haabon
Odawwa
The Events Team will be planning our first fundraising event this year which is Children in Need on
the 18th November. More information including a bake sale will be coming soon.
Kayleigh Corbin, Nedal Harris, Laila Nanaa Alema, Joshelle
Fletcher-Richardson, Hafiz Onitolo, Sahra Ali, Kloida
Tolici, Kemi Onitola, Haad Saeed, Dafina Dobranja, Aisha
Mohamed, Iman Alaoui, Ryan Nolan , Fatema Kazim, Sabrina
Jibril
The Teaching and Learning team will be observing lessons and feeding back to teachers. They
will be focusing on classroom culture and the use of questioning and rewards within lessons.

Furqan Wassim, Kairon Millington, Nazifa Ahmed, Chester
Smith, Mya Rueb, Rebecca Louchina-Myndick, Delfina
Dobranja, Toniya Lewis, Dylan Quilagan, Anis Dobranja,
Lania Hamilton, Charlie Batten
The House team will be working closely with Mr Beattie to organise an inter house tournament
next half term.

Jason Williams, Amir Hossain, Nedal Harris, Kayleigh Corbin,
Lauren Daly, Lauryn Perkins Monney, Naomi PerkinsMonney, Petar Antonijevic, Jayde Claridge, Natalie Brundle,
Nazifa Ahmed, Mya Rueb, Dylan Quilagan, Charlie Batten
The JLT team which is made up from all the leaders of the action teams will be meeting for
regular breakfast meetings with Mr Kynaston and also meeting with the governors to present new
ideas and feedback on all the fantastic work they are doing.

Jayde Claridge, Natalie Brundle, Hafiz Onitolo, AbdelMajid
Zinet, Aaisha Fairbarn, Aisha Mohamed, Logan Wood
Natasha Dromes, Shahad Arrzouni

The Anti-Bullying team have already taken part in a pilot training day with the Princess Diana
Trust Anti-Bullying Ambassadors. They will be putting together resources, competitions and even
an assembly to raise awareness around anti-bullying.
Dress to Express
The anti-bullying week event organised by the Safe Space Team which included a non-uniform day ‘Dress
to Express’ raised just over £500. This money has been used to buy bean bags and outside soft seating
which will be in the outside spaces after half term. £100 of the money was donated to the African Gifted
Foundation, a charity set up by our previous chair of governors Tom Illube to buy science equipment for a
school in Ghana. A spokesperson said:
"Hammersmith Academy's donation towards the physics lab at the African Science Academy (ASA)
has made a huge difference to our new science academy in Ghana. ASA has got off to an amazing start
with 24 girls from Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Ethiopia. The girls, who all love
science, are studying A level Maths, Further Maths and Physics in just 12 months. Five of our girls are
applying to Oxford after being at ASA for just three months! They are so grateful for your support and I
personally feel really delighted for the support and for this link between HA and ASA.”

key stage leaders

Well done to our new Heads of Key Stage 3 and 4. The students were nominated by their
teachers and put together a one minute campaign video to encourage the rest of the students to
vote for them. The outstanding candidates who got elected are:

“

OPEN DAY: WHAT THE
COMMUNITY THOUGHT

The Headteacher, staff and students are inspiring and enthusiastic.
The students are inspirational.
My favourite thing about Hammersmith Academy is the inspiration it gives to young
people.

Really gave a positive impression and flavour of the culture.
KS4 Head Girl Diaz

KS4 Head Boy Amandeep

KS4 Deputy Head Girl Natalie

My favourite part about this school is ‘everything’.
Students are so enthusiastic about their school.
It was cool – such an amazing place to learn.
The pupils are very polite, professional and well presented.
Polite students, great facilities, happy atmosphere all round.

KS4 Deputy Head Girl Shomar

KS4 Deputy Head Boy
Abdelmadjid

KS3 Head Boy Anis

I enjoyed the Open Evening because the people who showed us around were kind
and enthusiastic. Also I loved all the facilities that clearly support the students with
their learning and give them lots of opportunities. The teachers were additionally
kind and caring when I had a conversation with them. I would really like to come to
this school.
The presentation was excellent. The best we’ve seen so far. Loved the short video
and the Headteacher’s speech.
I always think that you can feel when a place is great. This school feels beyond
great. The students taking us around were wonderful. I could not believe they
were only Year 7. It seems like a vibrant, creative, fun place. We loved it.

KS3 Head Girl Kloida

KS3 Deputy Head Girl Kemi

KS3 Deputy Head Boy Haad

SPORT
Year 7 Boys Football:
Hammersmith Academy 2:4 Sedgehill School (ESFA Cup Rd. 1)
A tough first game for the Year 7 boys, against a very good team in Sedgehill. The boys were a
credit to the school however, showing determination in fighting back and scoring two good goals.
Both goals were scored by Ali Talib, who had an impressive debut. Man of the match went to Enis
in goal, who performed exceptionally and pulled off saves that any goalkeeper would be proud of.
Year 8 Boys Football
Hammersmith Academy 5-3 Dunottar School (ESFA Cup)
The Year 8 Boys Football Team started the year in impressive fashion. The goals came from Zaid
(2), Rico (2) and Farouq. The game was tougher than the score line makes out, but the boys
showed great reciprocity and resilience in order the get the job done. Roll on round 2, which
takes place on Monday 10th October.
Year 11 Boys Football:
Hammersmith Academy 4-2 Hailbury Turnford (ESFA Cup Rd. 1)
A good win for the Year 11 boys, in what was a highly charged game. After a one hour journey to
North London, the boys got off to a bad start, going 1-0 down early on. However they showed
character to go on and win the game 4-2. Good performances from Pelayo, Michael and Alvin on
their first appearances for HA. Goals came from Sennen, Khalil, Donell and a "worldy" by Alamin
from 30 yards.

calling all bmx girls!

Year 8 Boys Rugby
HA 0 – 30 Wetherby Prep School

We are offering 9-12 weeks BMX coaching to
a mixed or all-girls group (any age):

Despite the result, HA can take pride from their efforts against a well drilled independent school
from West London. HA started with high intensity and made some big tackles early in the game.
There were notable big hits from Harun Issa, Mike Wicks, Alfi Peqi and Florent Haxhiu. HA were
also lively at the breakdown with Mike Wicks dominating several rucks and clearing out well. HA
did struggle with their organisation in defence and despite tackling well, their organisation meant
that they were left outnumbered at times which Wetherby exploited and ran in their tries as a
result.

•

As the game progressed, more HA players stood up to be counted. Zaid Bouaouda made an
impressive debut, hitting several hard tackles and running the ball well. Camron Edwards Bryce,
Nathan Gezahegn, Ali Hematti and Radwan Ahmed all made an impression throughout the game.
Stephen Murphy made an impressive introduction with his first touch by powering forward with
the ball and taking several players out of the game with a strong run forward. Conor Paterson
and Ali Hamed showed their usual commitment to the team with brave tackles and strong runs
forward.
Despite the result and struggling to break through a solid Wetherby defence, HA can take pride
and should progress well over the year if they stay committed to the game. Well done to all
involved!
			

by Mr Wake and Mr Beattie

•

•

Up to 15 students per group will be able to
take part in the activity
We will provide a Level 2 British Cycling
Qualified BMX coach and all equipment
needed including bikes, helmets and
gloves
The programme will include basic bike
handling skills, completion of level 1
bikeability (certificate on completion), lots
of BMX on and off the track, introduction
to bike maintenance (certificate on
completion) and we will be picking BMX
ambassadors from the group who will be
the champions for BMX in the school.

It is being funded by Access Sport and is
taking place at Wormwood Scrubs BMX track.
Who wants to be the next Shanaze Reade
(three time UCI BMX World Champion!)?

SPORT

Abdisalam Yusuf, Mohamed Mohamoud, Chika Ike,
Nathan Gezahegn, Leo Smaci and Dylan Quillighan
limber up

Girls netball

HA girls got back in the boat this term,
taking advantage of our provision of rowing
in the PE curriculum; made possible through
our relationship with the Fulham Reach Boat
Club.
Natasha Dromnes (Year 9) said:
“It’s pretty exciting to be out on the Thames,
bobbing up and down in the water. Although
it is wet too ... really, really wet.”

This term we took part in the Hammersmith and
Fulham cross country trials. Abdi, Mohamed,
Year 8 and 10 Girls Netball Team kicked off the Chika, Nathan, Esui Enkhsuren all ran well in
season going head to head with Sacred Heart. the U13 competition but just missed out on
qualifying to run for the borough.
Sacred Heart came off better with 19 to our 4
but Ms Swords said:
Leo (Year 9) and Dylan (Year 10) all ran in the
U15 (Year 9 and 10 combined race) and both
“The girls showed great resilience throughout
qualified to run for the district in the Middlesex
and we learned some valuable lessons as a
championship at Parliament Hill on November
team. We were beaten this time but we are
19th.
unbowed and will come back fighting soon
enough.”
HA Sport are now on instagram!
https://www.instagram.com/hasport1/
You can follow the ups and downs (and ups!) of our boys and girls’ teams through
amazing snaps like this one, of our grand sports hall:

HA are proud to be part of the Jack Petchey
Achievement Award Scheme, a reward and
recognition initiative which enables schools
and youth organisations to celebrate the
achievements of their young people as well as
receive additional funding.

HA is now accredited against the Investors
in People Standard: “the sign of a great
employer” Paul Devoy, Head of IIP.

Hammersmith Academy
25 Cathnor Road, London W12 9JD
020 8222 6000
info@hammersmithacademy.org
hammersmithacademy.org
@HammersmithAcad

For a copy of any policy relating to
the operation and procedures at
Hammersmith Academy, please visit our
website or contact the Academy office.

